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- _ D T r e B ? Urp ? se „ of tb * s memorandum is to recommend that 
iff £ ay S® °r 4 .i? ewsd ® y (who ha f written Mr. Kelley regarding 
the Martin Luther King murder investigation) be invited to 

f ata regarding evidence examined by the FBI Laboratory 

rJi ?f e f K ad ! avai f able und er the Freedom of Information 

Act and that he be advised our files do not substantiate 
the involvement of FBI informants in rioting in Memphis, 

for^NeuB/5 1 i? f /f rch ' 1963 ' as all eged in an article he wrote 
for "Newsday" this year. 

SYNOPSIS: 

By letter dated June 10th, Payne has advised he 
wants to interview a knowledgeable Bureau representative 
regarding the Invaders (militant group of blacks in Memphis 
a 5K me v ° f Mart ^ n Luther King murder) and work of FBI Laboratory 
in the King murder case. Data concerning evidence examined by 
Laboratory m King murder case has been made available under 
Freedom of Information Act and can be reviewed by Payne. 

Payne wrote article for February 1, 1976, issue of "Newsday" 
alleging that "Several FBI informants .. .were among the most 
active members of" the Invaders and that "FBI informants 
actively participated in the rioting in Memphis in 1968 which 
drew the Rev. Dr. King back to the city where ho was killed." 

In a memorandum to the Attorney General on March 4, 1976, the 
P° inted out that the Memphis Office had informant 
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n Y FBrinfoJXtrwfrrinvoLiri^nif d ° not . ind icate th, 
articipating in the violence th*<- pla ^ n ^ n 9 / inciting, or 

iich Dr. King participated in m ^ ®f upted during a march 
^ y P rtlCi Pated in Memphis on March 28, 1968. 

RECOMMENDATION : 
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that data pertaining to the LabJrftoJv Payne advising him 
King murder case has been made aJai?iM eX “"i natio " s in 016 
Information Act and that he should co^ f der the p «e d °"> of 
office if he desires to arranop ^ our (Mr. Moore's) 

to his inquiry concerning the 9 lnvaders fc Ji S data> wi th regard 
points out that our files do nnf 0 'the attached letter 
regarding FBI informants in . 2^?“ the all =ghtions 

in the February 1 ; 1976, issue of ’iSjd^" h published 
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Adm. Scrv. 

, , . , letter dated June 10 r n 

(a daily newspaper on New York-, rnm T ', LeS Payne of "Newsday- 
refresh Mr. Kelley's memory £o In * ^ * sland > has written to 
ticipated with Mr. Kelley on the "BlJ^ J hat he (Pa y ne ) Par- 
News television program earlier- .?f acIc Perspectives on the 

to which he refers was filmed in PhiladeT^h • (The pro 9 ram 
ln April, 1976.) Pa yne notes that ll ' Pennsylvania, 

questions about the FBI Labomt-n 31 at the tlme he raised 
Luther King murder case iSd Sa? he^^ “ the Marti " 
penetration of the Invader nm aiso asIce d about FBI 

Payne, Mr. Kelley's respoLf?^^" Memphis - According to 
effect that he was not prepared at tha? U f* tl0 ? S Was to the 
outline of what the evidence was. lme t0 a detailed 

granted an^n^rJe^th^^Ag^ or'oth"^'^ iciaf" ^ be 
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knowledgeable regarding the King murder case. Specif icallJ 

;or:nd o ( 2 t r^ 6 to jT o ? e .. £i ' miiiar ” ith «> tiis^sssj' 

CSSldi™ J the work of the FBI Laboratory with respect* 
^evidence from the scene of the murder. ^ 

Regarding Evi dence Examined by Laboratory ; 

• j This year, considerable data concerning evidence 

bSri1„ by ^ Z? 1 Laborator y in the King mS?de? else “as 
Prp^™ d fTi lable . t0 author Harold Weisberg under the 
Freedom of Information Act. That material is, of coarse 
availabie to Payne and to others who express an interest' 



Regarding the Invaders : 

hl . nV . ,. T J e Invac3 ers was a militant group composed of young 
tie mL h- Ch WaS . aCtive in Memphis, Tennessee, at Se time 9 
1968 Ml SSif sanitation workers began a strike in February, 

* * ' which became a black cause, was supported 

D'r-. King p?rticipited°ii hern Ch £ istian Leadership Conference. 

workers o rMa^h 28 lJfifi s “PP° rt ive of the sanitation 

workers on March 28, 1968, m Memphis. Shortly after the 

march began, young blacks toward the rear began breaking 
windows and looting — at which point Dr. King left the scene 
J lolence and looting followed. Leaders of the 
rS urged students to skip school on the day of the 
aoiSt inn d £ h ? p J esence of uncontrolled youths, combined with 
cause tfthe v?S?2Sle° th<! Invaders - ” as a primary 

to Dr. Kin^nd^hl^ass^ili^^aual ££*£&!? 

ind f“ te King could no longer lead mals 
demonstrations without violence. Early in April, 1968, 

Dr. King returned to Memphis and was murdered. 
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Art: 

£?5^ *2^ 

the Invaders and that "fbt L he mo act ive members of'' 

i" 'Jotin, in M^phls in “ 1 f ^ a wh t LK C , tiVely I-rtleSiUd 
King back to the city where V w , h f ch drew ^ Rev. Dr 
Payne's article is IttachU.^ ^ kllled -" (A Xerox of' 

brought P^TTSSSu £*S March «f »*«. the Director 
General and advised l hin : t0 the attention of the Attorney 17 

infonnant did'S^V^™^ <» it. l«te.!"£2“ 9 S °" 
the March 28 , 1968 , violllcl L ® Invade rs shortly after 
demonstration and reported In thl wa f.P re «nt during the 

of 

ne was also present durina th e ^ tne BOP */Invaders leaders 
thereon." ring ^ demonstration and reported 



(Black Organizing Project) 



informants were involved plfnSi^ t ^ at any of the FBI 

In tht Iop 1 ^^ N ° ne were any level°of i 2 9 1 ?r partici P*ti: 
tfte B0P or the Invaders." 7 el of P oll cy or leaderst 

information was exchanged 
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; tween the Memphis Police Department and the FBI concernii 
\e Invaders. There is no indication in our files that the 
smphis police officer was involved in the planning, instigating 
OL^pGrf ormance of violence. This man has been publicly 
disclosed and he is no longer a member of the Memphis Police 
Department. " 

Justice Department's Current Review of FBI Files on King : 



In a news release issued April 29, 1976, Attorney 
General Levi announced (1) that Assistant Attorney General 
J. Stanley Pottinger had completed a preliminary review of 
files regarding Dr. King at FBI Headquarters and (2) that he 
has directed the Office of Professional Responsibility to 
review* all records in the Justice Department regarding 
Dr. King, including additional records at FBI Headquarters 
and in our Field Offices. 
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